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Untold Stories:

Finding and Telling Stories You Haven’t Heard in History Class
Tue/Thu 9:30-10:45
HHB 551 – Fall 2009
HY 291 Untold Stories: Oral History (57743) 

OR DCS 291Community Ethnography and Public History (58296)

Course Description:  
Students will learn about the concepts of human memory, nostalgia, folklore, storytelling and public history in the classroom and by engaging in the practice of oral history collection. Students will have the opportunity to participate in one of four community oral history initiatives led by course faculty:

· Brookside Museum

· Red Mountain Park and Museum

· Rosedale

· Norwood and Fountain Heights – Where We Live
This class combines traditional history principles of research and documentation with new media technologies. Course pedagogies provide a variety of learning experiences that include classroom discussions, group activities, lectures, and experiential learning in which students learn through direct experience and field assignments.  

Instructors: 
Pam King

Department of History and Anthropology

205-996-5464
pamking@uab.edu
360A Heritage Hall
Open Office Hours – Tue and Thu 8:30 – 9:15 and by appointment
Staci Glover

Department of History and Anthropology
205-934-5634
ssglover@uab.edu 
360P Heritage Hall

Open Office Hours – Tue and Thu 1:00-2:00 and by appointment

Rosie O’Beirne
Co-Director of UAB’s Digital Community Studies Program

UAB Center for Urban Affairs
Office - 205-975-7805 Cell – 205-422-3113
robeirne@uab.edu
572 Heritage Hall
Students are always welcome to call or email for an appointment.

Blackboard Vista: We will be using Blackboard Vista as the on-line repository for HY/ DCS 291. We will use the course website to post class announcements, assignments, readings, and other class materials. Make sure to bookmark the Blackboard Vista log in page:

http://www.uab.edu/academiccourses
Email: We will NOT use the Blackboard Vista email tool to email you. Instead, if you need to contact instructors,  please email addresses listed above . It is helpful if you include “HY/DCS 291” in the subject line. 

Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty: Academic misconduct will not be tolerated in this class including plagiarism, abetting, cheating, fabrication, misrepresentation. For a detailed description of these offenses go to: http://www.app.uab.edu/progress_conduct_Griev.html. 

Attendance Policies: Students are required to attend all classes and field excursions. You are allowed one unexcused absence; additional absences will result in a letter grade deduction. Students are expected to be on time. If you must leave early, please notify your instructors ahead of time. 
Readings: 
· Required  Reading: Doing Oral History:  A Practical Guide, Using Interviews to Uncover the Past and Preserve It For the Future, by Donald A. Ritchie, 2nd Edition, Oxford University Press, 2003.  ISBN:  978-0-19-515434-4.

· Additional Readings will be posted on Blackboard Vista site. 
Field Excursions: We will take several required field excursions during the semester. Some we will do together during class, others you will be conducting on your own. The purpose of our filed excursions is to establish rapport and relationships with the community in which you will conduct an interview, as well as serve as research and context for your oral history assignments.
Additional Items 
· Camera – Digital Camera
· Walking shoes – Wear comfortable shoes when we’re in the field! It will make your life a little easier! 
· Field Notebook – small journal for documenting your observations. You will submit your observations, questions and reflections on Blackboard.
· Carpooling – If you have your own personal transportation, please consider offering a ride to others who don’t. Not only does this help out your fellow students, but it also reduces gas consumption! Conversely, if you carpool with someone, please consider offering a few dollars for gas money for your driver.  
Studio Access: You will be using the Mac stations in the DCS studio for video capturing and transcription.  You will be given your own personal access code for use of the DCS studio that can be tracked only to you. It is important that you not share your access code with others. 
Grading Requirements: Detailed information and grading rubric for each assignment will be handed out in class. 
1. 20%  Participation in Class Field Trips with submitted field notes
2. 10%  Non-Community Interview Exercise  - Story Corp
3. 50%  Participation in two Community oral history interviews in the community and one interview transcription
4. 20%  End of Class Presentation that includes a summary of interview content and analysis of the interview process. 

Class Outline
	Date
	
	Topic

	18-Aug
	tue
	Introduction

	20-Aug
	thu
	Oral Hy Basics Part 1

	25-Aug
	tue
	Oral Hy Basics Part 2

	27-Aug
	thu
	Part 1 - Highlighted Project - Guest, Dr. Karen Utes
Part 2 - Introduction to Norwood

	1-Sep
	tue
	Field Trip 1 - FH/Norwood

	3-Sep
	thu
	Part 1 - FH/Norwood Debriefing
Part 2  -  Introduction to  Rosedale

	8-Sep
	tue
	Field Trip 2 - Rosedale

	10-Sep
	thu
	Rosedale Debriefing

	15-Sep
	tue
	Introduction to Brookside

	17-Sep
	thu
	NO CLASS

	19-Sep
	SAT
	Field Trip 3 - Brookside (2:30-5:00/option to 8:00)

	22-Sep
	tue
	Brookside Debriefing 

	24-Sep
	thu
	Part 1 - Highlighted Project, Dr. Colin Davis
Part 2 - IRB Process

	29-Sep
	tue
	Studio - Camera Basics

	1-Oct
	thu
	Studio - Camera Basics/ part 2

	6-Oct
	tue
	Studio - The Interview

	8-Oct
	thu
	Studio - The Interview

	13-Oct
	tue
	Studio - Digitize

	15-Oct
	thu
	No Class - Fall break

	20-Oct
	tue
	Interview Critique

	22-Oct
	thu
	Interview Critique

	27-Oct
	tue
	In the field/ Research

	29-Oct
	thu
	In the field/ Research

	3-Nov
	tue
	In the field/ Research

	5-Nov
	thu
	Class Meeting

	10-Nov
	tue
	Studio - Digitize/ Archival

	12-Nov
	thu
	In the field/ Research

	17-Nov
	tue
	In the field/ Research

	19-Nov
	thu
	In the field/ Research

	24-Nov
	tue
	Class Presentations

	26-Nov
	thu
	No-Class - Thanksgiving break

	1-Dec
	tue
	Class Presentations

	3-Dec
	thu
	Class Presentations

	
	
	

	5-Dec
	
	UAB Finals Begin


